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This book surveys African regionalisms 
since the turn of the 20th century. It 
argues that the continent deserves to 
be considered as a crucible for 
conceptualizing and contextualizing 
the ongoing influence of colonial 
policies, the emergence of specific 
integration and security cultures, the 
spread of cross-border regionalisation 
processes at the expense of region-
building, the interplay between 
territory, space and trans-state 
networks, and the intrinsic ambivalence 
of global frontier narratives. This is 
emphasized through the identification 
of distinctive 'threads' of regionalism 
which transcend the binary divide 
between old and new regionalisms.
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This is an indispensable book, thoroughly researched, boldly argued, and 
written with the clarity, sobriety, and refinement of an aesthete. Daniel 
Bach is equally adept as storyteller and political investigator or strategy 
analyst. He charts decades of regionalism in Africa while keeping a 
perceptive eye on all sorts of foreign influences, and weaves with ease 
throughout several overlapping and conflicting narratives.  -- Célestin 
Monga, Managing Director, United Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO)

This study combines analytical sophistication with superb empirical 
knowledge of both the history and contemporary practices of regionalism 
in Africa. It draws together the many different dimensions of regionalism, 
from the power of colonial legacies and the ambiguous implications of 
dense cross-border transactions to the importance of club diplomacy and 
regime survival. It is the most important study of regionalism in Africa to 
have appeared in past decade. -- Andrew Hurrell, Montague Burton 
Professor of International Relations, Oxford University

Daniel Bach has long been one of the most original thinkers on Africa's 
international relations. This book is particularly timely in exploring 
sympathetically, yet with a keen analytical perspective, the various strands 
of African regionalism and how governments are using them to transform 
their integration in the global economy. -- John Ravenhill, Director, 
Balsillie School of International Affairs, Waterloo, Canada.

The book provides a magisterial account of the travails and triumphs of 
integration from the colonial period to the present. It is a critical addition 
to studies of regional integration in Africa and informs comparative 
analysis of regionalism elsewhere. -- Gilbert M. Khadiagala, Jan Smuts 
Professor of International Relations, The University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa
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